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Rivercity Indiana 



tvansville, Indiana. The very name calls to mind a nineteenth century 
painting. . . scenes of idyllic Mid-western childhood, freckled by the 
sun, stained by berries savoured while fishin' on the riverbank ... or, 
perhaps, the last grey trails of smoke as another proud steamboat clears 
the river's bend . . . Evansville, like the collective American towns with river 
heritage, seems to strike a certain chord of nostalgia in the national sen- 
timent. But Evansville isn't just nostalgia. It's a dynamic, twentieth century 
rivercity very much in tune with its past and in touch with its future. Evans- 
ville knows that: 

"A community grows because its institutions grow, 
but first they must be nurtured by the natural re- 
sources of the land, the toil of its people, and the 
ample funding of investment Once these factors are 
in place and confidence has been instilled, once the 
community produces leaders of vision to show the 
way, progress is inevitable. " 

"Orowth, however, seldom proceeds uniformly. It is, 
rather, a situation of give and take: An industry or a 
bank or a commercial house serves out its days, and 
a new one takes its place. The community's schools, 
churches, hospitals, and recreational facilities be- 
come outmoded; they are superseded by newer 
ones and better ones and larger ones. Automation 
takes handwork from the craftsman, the book- 
keeper admits the ascendancy of the computer, the 
corner grocery withers in the shade of the super- 
market Always it requires more materials, work, 
and finances to accomplish any kind of growth, 
which feeds upon itself and resumes at some point 
higher than before. " 



Kenneth P. McCutchan 
At the Bend in the River 

The story of Evansville 
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Looking Back and Looking up! 
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I odernization" . . . another uniquely 
American fascination. Ironically, much 
of what has been lovingly preserved in 
the American sentiment has been tormented, 
disguised, or abandoned in the name of prog- 
ress. Many of the nation's proud river cities have 
been allowed to fall into neglect, or have been 
forced to hide their somewhat craggy river pro- 
file behind the cosmetics of modern architec- 
ture and frantic, non-river activity. 

Indeed, for the citizens of Evansville, the 
River has been a stranger, segregated from the 
physical town. The distinguishing birthmarks of 
river heritage have been largely lost beneath 
paint and plastic, glass and concrete. Some of 
the change has been unavoidable. Floods have 
always been a threat from which Evansville has 
sought protection. Levees and retaining walls 
that obscure the river view also shelter citizens 
and valuable real estate. Downtown has put 
forth a valiant 20 year effort to "keep up" with the 
swell of a young contemporary suburbia, which 
threatened to leave the traditional, aging river 
town behind. 

Across the nation, however, America is look- 
ing back and looking up! No longer preoccupied 
with suburban mimicry, traditional river cities 
are standing on their own, rediscovering their 
history, offering a delightful alternative to sub- 
urban lifestyles. In the mid-1980s, these towns 
represented the fastest-growing economic and 
population profile in the land — and Evansville, 
Indiana, stands proud among them! 

When the ciUzens, government officials and 
business leaders of Evansville made the deci- 
sion to restore their city's prominence, they did 
so with specific goals in mind. The river, its rich 
historic and cultural heritage, and the pride and 
confidence of a dynamic, urban personality, 
were features the city wanted reunited in Evans- 
ville. Revitalizafion of Downtown Evansville was 
paramount on everybody's mind. Countless res- 
idents participated in X075 surveys, 256 ran- 
dom telephone calls, 3,800 submitted sugges- 
Uons, 20 civic programs, 5 public revitalizafion 
forums . . . and a plan was born. A plan to re- 
establish Evansville as a river city, where the 
living is grand. Just as America remembers it was. 





"Water Street " 
Calvin Maglinger 



Ideal Evansville! 




With its rich heritage, comfortable cli- 
mate, varied cultural and recreational 
offerings, Evansville is truly a great 
place to live! The development plan (described 
in Section II) emphasizes special qualities and 
business opportunities that make the city an 
ideal spot to find a job, start a career, or relocate 
a thriving business. 

Evansville is a recognized economic force, 
regionally and nationally. Strategically located in 
southwestern Indiana, along the banks of the 
Ohio, the city enjoys an auspicious business 
location, between the heavily industrialized 
mid-western states and the rapidly-growing 
mid-southern states. 

Through the combined efforts of a strong 
public-private cooperation, a major awareness 
program is bringing Evansville's enviable busi- 
ness opportunities into focus. Together, the City 
Government, the Chamber of Commerce, the 
Metropolitan Evansville Development Council, 
the Center City Corporation and major industrial 
forces, underscore the fact that Evansville is the 
ideal choice for those who seek a thriving busi- 
ness environment. 

Ideally Located and Accessible! 

For business travel and commercial shipping, 
Evansville is highly accessible. Evansville is 
within easy driving distance of five states. Rail 
and motor freight are particularly cost-saving 
from this north-south gateway, with tariff advan- 
tages to shippers and receivers. 

ideally Active and informed! 

Recreation! Academics! Cultural events! The 
choices are endless. Evansville city parks total 
over h 700 acres, and the Ohio River provides a 
source of non-stop activity certain to expand as 
the riverfront park and festival areas continue to 
grow. 

Evansville has an outstanding cultural repu- 
tation, with the nationally-acclaimed Philhar- 
monic, as well as chorale groups, ballet, theater 
and guest performances from iriternatlonal 
artists. 



Evansville is the regional center of south- 
western Indiana, centrally located between 
four major urban centers. 



Urban facilities are key to Ideal Evansviile. 
Museums, sports stadiums, meeting inails and 
libraries support nearly every interest. 1\vo 
major universities and a state vocational techni- 
cal college provide a wealth of academic pur- 
suits from business and science to education 
and humanities. 

Ideally Hardworking and Ambitious! 

A well-trained and efficient labor force is the 
city's greatest natural resource. The Evansviile 
labor market is comprised of technicians and 
professionals with a broad range of office and 
industrial skills. Evansviile attracts workers 
from a tri-state area, in numbers that remain 
proportionate to employment opportunities. 

Ideally Suited for Business Growth ! 

The time is right for any company seeking rich 
business rewards. Currently, there are several 
prime industrial areas, each with its own re- 
markable Financial, professional and image as- 
sets. Many national corporations and major in- 
dustries have already recognized the rewards of 
this dynamic business location. 





Above: "Thunder on the Ohio" 
national Hydroplane Circuit 

Below: Vanderburgh County Court- 
house, completed in 1857, 
remains a significant 
downtown landmark. 




Mainstreet and Riverfront 
are reunited in the Rivercity 
Plan for Evansville. 




The Rivercity Plan 



The Master Plan for the revitalization of Downtown Evansville has 
two primary objectives. The first is to renew the economic pro- 
file of the Downtown Commercial area. The second is to make 
the waterfront an exciting, viable place to live, work and enjoy. 

To achieve the first objective, Evansville will become a true "destin- 
ation." There will be a sense of place and being, a reason for coming 
to Downtown Evansville ... a sense of excitement and fascination that 
will attract local and regional visitors, alike. 

This is not an image that will need to be created. Rather, it is an 
image that will be recreated, using the building blocks and stepping 
stones of the city's rich waterfront heritage to revive the one alluring 
ambiance. 

Rivercity, Indiana! Under that banner. Downtown will spring to life. 
Grand public buildings, entire blocks of store fronts, authentically- 
preserved neighborhoods of yesteryear, the majestic waterfront and 
a wealth of urban history will be remembered . . . restored . . . recap- 
tured for Evansville. 

The second objective of the Master Plan — that of quality living — 
will be obtained by blending the new with the old. new and varied 
housing to meet the needs of today's changing family will be intro- 
duced. yVeiffi/ -landscaped plazas and pedestrian walkways will link 
residential neighborhoods. And a host of new commercial support 
services — everything from the pleasurable to the practical — will help 
enrich the historic flavor of life in Rivercity. 

Several essential elements are to be addressed and fulfilled before 
the objectives of the master plan are met. These vital factors can be 
seen as the specific goals of the Master Plan Steering Committee. 
They reflect the attitudes and aspirations of hundreds and hundreds 
of Evansville residents, business leaders, government officials and 
development consultants. This is how Evansville sees its future. This 
is what Rivercity, Indiana is becoming! 




Concept illustration of Rivercity 
Esplanade along Water Street overlooks 
the great bend of the Ohio and the 
terraces of River Park. 
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COAL 1: Base Evansville's image and 
Future on its Historic Past 
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Although much of "Old Evansville" is gone, 
enough survives to serve as a pattern for 
stitching together the city's heritage. 
Restoration of grand historic buildings, 
such as the celebrated Old Post Office, the Old 
Courthouse, the Old Jail and Sheriff's residence. 
Memorial Coliseum, and the Willard Library, will 
serve as a basis for economic and physical 
rebirth. 




Beneath the anonymous "modernization" of 
commercial Main Street lie historic shop fronts, 
which will be brought to the forefront to add to 
the nostalgic setting. 

Adjacent to Downtown is the lovely Preser- 
vation area, filled with authentic turn-of-the-cen- 
tury homes. Neighborhoods such as this, 
through the conservation and preservation of 
historic architecture, will capitalize on Evansville's 
enviable waterfront ancestry. 
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GOAL 2: Reclaim the Evansville Riverf ront; 
Incorporate it as a Crucial Revitalization Element 



"LOODWALL (inlaci) 




The Downtown riverfront is the birthplace of 
Evansville and the key to the city's early 
growth. In response to public interest, the 
master plan will recapture the river identity and 
restore the city's most magnificent physical fea- 
ture — the Ohio River — as a place for people to 
visit, enjoy, work and live near. 

The master plan returns Southlane Drive to 
its original "Water Street" name, re-designing its 
image and operation. Water Street will be desig- 
nated a limited access expressway, which will 
enable the creation of a well-planned riverfront 
park and pedestrian esplanade. River-oriented 
recreation will open up year 'round enjoyment of 
this area. Picnic areas! Boat launching pads! 
Exercise and bicycle trails! An outdoor amphi- 
theater and summer festival grounds! The 
choices for an afternoon by the river will be 
endless . . . 



The master plan also provides maximum 
river frontage for new, mixed-use residential and 
commercial development. New buildings will 
flank Water Street: the shape of the old riverbank 
allows for the extension of Downtown streets 
such as Locust, Sycamore, I^ain and First 
Streets onto Water Street. This will open river 
access for many more residents. High quality, 
low-rise housing will blend with ground-level 
restaurants and shops for a spectacular view of 
the Ohio. 

Flood considerations are essential to the 
master plan. Retaining walls and levees will be 
preserved, or re-structured, as needed. Mate- 
rials that can easily be water-cleaned when the 
spring flood levels recede have been specified 
for new construction. 



Top left: The 19th century facades in Downtown restored to their original elegance. Bottom left and top right: 
Elevations of Riverfront housing, retail and esplanade. Lower right: Illustration of the Riverfront features. 
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COAL 3: Reinstate Downtown Evansville as the Region's 
Historic Commercial Core. Under tlie Coordinating Tlieme: 



R I V E R C I T Y 



INDIANA 



Historically, Main Street, Evansville, paral- 
leled "Main Street, USA," depicted in 
turn-of-the-century art and literature: a 
bustling stage of small town activity. Merchants 
engaged in a friendly "aesthetic" competition 
with neighboring storefronts. Elevations were 
exotically ornamented. Some facades were 
brick, some stucco or stone. Others sported 
brightly colored cast iron. Gaily striped awnings 
provided relief from the summer sun; evening 
strolls were illuminated by intricate iron street 
lamps, handsome trolley cars with varnished 
interiors, rattled on steel rails enroute to the 
waterfront. 

This was early "urban theater"; the 
throngs of shoppers and merchants 
were the stars, and they played 
against a vibrant backdrop of 
storefronts and shop windows. 

Today, the master plan 
echoes the sentiments of 
Evansville residents: 
revive the 




Rivercity walkway will be- 
come a "destination place" 
with the historic character of 
Downtown restored. 
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excitement of shopping and shop-keeping 
along Main Street! TWo key elements in the revi- 
val will be the coordinating theme, "Rivercity, 
Indiana," and a coordinated traffic flow/parking 
plan to make access to Main Street more con- 
venient and desirable than driving to a suburban 
mall. 

The "Rivercity" theme combines Evansville's 
historic traditions with the energy and vitality 
needed to lure the regional shopper. With the 
resurgence of waterfront excitement, the estab- 




Concept illustration of Rivercity Portal. 



lishment of a cultural center, and the conserva- 
tion of the Preservation area. Downtown Evans- 
ville will reclaim its role as the destination to visit 
for a full day of shopping, culture, fine food, 
recreation and night life. 

In order to establish a true sense of place 
and containment, the master plan calls for two 
Rivercity portals, reminiscent of nineteenth cen- 
tury iron gateworks, as points of entry onto Main 
Street. Restoration of historic facades will be 
essential to the Rivercity theme. The landscaped 
promenade of the Walkway will be retained, but 
metal and plastic awnings will be replaced, 
where feasible, with crayon-bright canvas awn- 
ings. Brick walkways, bench seating and 
antique-style street lamps will further accent the 
theme. Certain historic storefronts will be re- 
stored, and an imaginative public transportation 
system — perhaps old trolley cars — will provide 
comfortable travel up and down the bustling 
streets of the new "Rivercity. " 

Of course, shop-keepers, restauranteurs 
and merchants will be critical in bringing visitors 
to Rivercity. The Center City Corporation of 
Evansville is responsible for marketing retail 
opportunities to potential Rivercity merchants; 
festivals and downtown promotional events; the 
corporation will also promote career and em- 
ployment opportunities. Merchants will receive a 
special identity with a Rivercity logo, advertising 
and direct-mail publicity. Meanwhile, public- 
private liaisons between the City, bankers and 
developers have implemented pioneer pro- 
grams that will bring Wvercity to life. 



13 



COAL 4: Create a Human-scale, "Livable" Downtown 
Related to Nearby Neighborhoods Via Mixed-Use and 
Landscaped Links 



The master plan encourages new riverfront 
housing along Water Street. These homes 
will be linked to the ongoing conservation 
of the Preservation area. Fourth and Sixth 
Streets, reserved as landscaped boulevards for 
pedestrians and bicyclists, will provide mixed- 
use links to in-city neighborhoods in the north- 
ern quadrant. 

New in-city housing programs will make use 
of vacant or blighted areas, giving the city a 
sense of unity and harmony, restoring tradi- 
tional building lines to the streets. These steps 
will allow the streetscapes to form natural links 
to the nearby neighborhoods, with trees, side- 
walks, and lamp lighting. 

Upon the opening of Division Street,* easy 
access from downtown to parking areas on the 
Walkway's southside become feasible. This al- 
lows community workers and visitors to enjoy 
an easy, rewarding walk in the heart of the 
region's commercial, cultural and residential 
core: Rivercity, Indiana! 



Hi a 




'A limited access expressway under construction and re-named 
Russell Q. Lloyd Expressway. 



Mew street fixtures for Rivercity. 
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Above: Aerial view of the Rivercity Flan. 
Right: Cultural Center Campus around 
the Old Courthouse, the Coliseum and 
the Old Jail, illustration and plan. 
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GOAL 5: Establish a Regional Cultural Center to Optimize 
Evansville's Tradition in Art and Education 
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With the University of Evansville, the 
University of Southern Indiana and 
Indiana Vocational Technical college, 
Evansville is clearly an academic town. The city 
also enjoys a strong and vital arts community. 
The Evansville Philharmonic has an excellent 
reputation, and the community boasts an active 
Arts Council; Evansville Master Chorale; civic and 
repertory theater; Museum of Arts and Sciences; 
and an ongoing tradition of achievement in arts 
and crafts. 

Despite this, cultural activity is dispersed, 
and no specially-designed fine arts center exists. 
The lack of a properly-designed and managed 
arts center is felt by nearly two million "neigh- 
bors" throughout the region. Clearly, the need 
for a Regional Arts Center can — and should be 
met by Evansville. 

The master plan urges that three adjacent 
buildings — the Old Courthouse, the Coliseum 
and the Old Jail — be established as a Cultural 
Center Campus. The Coliseum can facilitate a 
repertory theater of 400-600 seats, along with 
an auditorium or ballroom for 1,500, where 
dance, opera and similar events can be staged. 

Museum-related activities, such as Lapidary 
Museum, Evansville Industrial Museum and a 
regional Earth Science Museum - together with 
shops and cultural offices — could be housed in 
the Old Courthouse. 

The Old Jail would be an ideal showcase for 
local artists and crafters, with galleries, shops 
and demonstration areas. After structural re- 



view, the Auditorium's Gold Room or the Old 
Victory Theater could be restored for drama, 
while the Auditorium itself would become an 
acoustically-upgraded home for the 
Philharmonic. 

Under this program, both universities would 
be invited and encouraged to meld their arts- 
oriented offerings with the Regional Cultural 
Center Management and downtown facilities. 
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COAL 6: Downtown Traffic Access and Parking Must be 
Convenient and Not interfere With Pedestrian Ambiance 




The master plan depicts a program for re- 
gional traffic access that will complement 
the pedestrian atmosphere and human 
scale of Downtown Evansville. 

It is recommended that regional access 
from the Russell Q. Lloyd Expressway inter- 
change lead directly to proposed parking struc- 
tures on the northside of Main Street. From the 
south, traffic access would lead directly to park- 
ing structures on the southside of Main Street. 
The design of the waterfront. Fourth and Sixth 
Street boulevards provides a pleasant neigh- 
borhood link to near-Downtown residential 
areas. 

One-way street systems, under the plan, are 
limited to each access from the Russell Q. Lloyd 
Expressway into Downtown. All other streets are 
two-way in accordance to strong citizen senti- 



ment. The plan calls for detailed research and 
analysis, performed by the Evansville Urban 
Transportation Study, on specific issues such as 
on-street parking, turn lanes and traffic signals. 

Opportunity Abounds! 

As a private developer, there are countless ways 
to benefit from the substantial rewards of the 
Rivercity Development Plan. Already the joint 
efforts of public-private cooperation have begun 
to take shape, and the involvement of many 
corporate leaders has set the tone for a flourish- 
ing business climate. Whether your interest is 
retail, entertainment, lodging, housing or office 
development, you can share in the prosperity 
and growth of one of the most viable — and 
valuable — business bases in the Nation: 
Evansville, Indiana! 
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